
Concert on the grounds of Ferns 
Castle - Sunday, June 2nd at 7pm  

The main event on Day 1 of the festival, will be a Celtic 
Jazz concert entitled 'Marriage of Two Cultures' to be held 
on an outdoor stage on the grounds of Ferns Castle. The 
concert will premiere a specially commissioned piece 
inspired by the Gaelic/Norman relationship established in 
12th century by Diarmait MacMurrough, King of Leinster 
through to contemporary times.  
 
The location and performances by award winning 
vocalist/composer Melanie O’Reilly & her Celtic Jazz 
Ensemble along with the renowned choreographer 
Karine Saporta, and her dancers from Normandy ensures 
this will be a memorable experience.   

FESTIVAL OF FERNS 2024 
FESTIVAL FUN - JUNE 2nd AND 3rd NEXT 

Colourful Festival Parade on 
Monday, June 3rd at 12 noon                                        

The highlight of the festival will be the community parade 
on Day 2 – giant props, medieval costumes and a Brazilian 
style carnival band will ensure a memorable visual 
spectacle.  
 
The parade will be a mix of medieval costume, local 
groups and re-enactors.  The infamous Diarmait 
MacMurrough, the 12th century Gaelic King who ruled 
from Ferns will even make an appearance alongside 
Strongbow & Aoife.   
 
The Parade will start at 12noon from St. Edan’s Cathedral 
and will make its way to Ferns Castle.   
 
Following the parade, on the grounds of Ferns Castle, 
festival goers are in for a treat as they will witness 
Diarmait MacMurrough addressing his people.  

Funded through Fáilte Ireland in partnership with Wexford County 
Council - Festival Grant Scheme 2024. 
 
Funded and supported by Wexford County Council as part of the 
Creative Communities Programme.

Ferns Heritage Project

Roche’s
Of Ferns

The highlight of  this year’s festival will again be the Parade but this year, it will be led by 
‘Diarmaid MacMurrough’ on his way to his inauguration ceremony as the King of  Leinster 

on the grounds of  Ferns Castle.  
A festival celebrating community, heritage and culture will be held over two days, 

June 2nd & 3rd.  All events are free to enter and all are welcome – so please help spread 
the word. The festival is a community event and we’d love you to be part of it.  
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Fringe Events

Guided Tours and Talks  
A first for Ferns - guided walking tours to key medieval 
sites in 4 languages – Japanese, French, Irish and English.  
Over the 2 days, other tours include a Rebel Tour of Ferns 
focusing on the 1798 Rebellion, the 1916 Rising and the 
Irish War of Independence and Civil War; a guided tour of 
the Ferns Tapestries in the Visitors Centre and a Talk and 
Display on Bees at the skeps in the Cathedral graveyard.    
The tours offer great variety to those interested in 
connecting with our heritage.   

Fringe events on Sunday feature a busking 
competition with a €200 prize to the winner, family 
activities at Ferns Community Park including 
Bemusement Games with Fuinseog Woodland, the 
Setanta Challenge and medieval stocks.  

 
Also, don't miss the Norman & Gaelic Names project - a Coats of Arms 
exhibition by pupils of both local school at Scoil Naomh Maodhóg.  
 
On Monday at Ferns Castle, enjoy medieval re-enactments, face 
painting, music  and The Snails Tale.

Music in local pubs - Trad, Folk, Dixieland, Blues and more  
There will be a feast of music in all Ferns pubs on Sunday, June 2nd including Dunbars, Peter Doyle’s, The Thatch 
and The Courtyard. Music will commence at 3.30pm immediately after the Ferns Patron until late in the evening. 
Artists booked to appear include Kieran McEvoy, Karen Dunbar, Pat Fitzpatrick, Eddie Crean & Richard King, Brian 
Wall & Sean Mythen, Helena Dunbar and her trad group, trad box players PJ Arthur  & Lar White and many more.  
 
An afternoon and evening of musicianship and enjoyment is sure to ensue so don't miss out on the fun!  Weather 
permitting many sessions will be help outdoors. 

For updates, check out the Festival of Ferns social media and web page: www.festivalofferns.com   
Enquiries to the Festival of Ferns Committee at festivalofferns@gmail.com.    
 
Funding and Sponsorship: 
The Festival of Ferns Committee wishes to thank; 

•     Roche’s Bus Hire and Irish Sea Contractors for their invaluable sponsorship. 

•     Friends of Festival of Ferns: Denby Engineering, Centra, Sean Lacey, Tom Morrissey, Crane Bag Consulting,  
      OPW, Digital Support Solutions for their services & support. 

•     The many volunteers who make this festival possible.   

•     Failte Ireland Festival Grant Scheme, Creative Communities Programme & Wexford County Council 

Call out for volunteers:  The Festival of Ferns is looking for volunteers to help make our 
upcoming festival a fantastic family fun experience.  If you know someone who’d like to get involved in 
helping with kids’ games, please spread the word. If you’d like to get involved in any area of the festival 
– we’d love to hear from you.  Please email: festivalofferns@gmail.com with your details.



TiTime  EvEventnt  Lococatation  

11am -- 112pmpm 
Guiuideded w walkiking t tourur o of f Ferernsns in n Japanesese we witith h 

MMika a Yakuskushijiji 

Meetet atat entntrancance t to o Catathedral al gravaveyeyarard, , 

EiEircode: : Y21 E E176 

12pm --1pmpm  
Guiuideded w walkiking t tourur o of f Ferernsns in n FrFrencnch h witith 

RRomom Batateses 

Meetet atat entntrancance t to o Catathedral al gravaveyeyarard, , 

EiEircode: : Y21 E E176 

12pm --1pmpm  Talalk k & Disisplayay on n Beeses witith h Joeoe Kellylly  
Meetet atat entntrancance t to o Catathedral al gravaveyeyarard, , 

EiEircode: : Y21 E E176 

2pm -- 66pm 
Fuiuinsnseog W Woodland Craftft: B Bemususementnt Gamameses 

forfor Kids 

Ferernsns Comommununitity P Parark ( (behihind Ferernsns                

CComommunitity Centntre) 

2pm -- 66pm Setetantnta a Chalallengnge: : Tesest yourur s skilillsls  
Ferernsns Comommununitity P Parark ( (behihind Ferernsns                

CComommunitity Centntre) 

2pm -- 66pm 
Medieveval l StStococksks: havave fe fun n trying outut thishis       

mmedieveval fl form of f pununisishmentnt 

Ferernsns Comommununitity P Parark ( (behihind Ferernsns                

CComommunitity Centntre) 

2pm -- 66pm 
Norman n & Gaelelicic Nameses E Exhibibitition; ; projojecect by 

bbototh h loclocal sl schoolsols 
ScScoioil l Naomh h Maodhógóg  

2pm -- 66pm 
Bususkiking Comompetietitition;n; r regisistratation n requirireded. .                                       

EmEmail il fesestitivaloffofferernsns@gmailil.c.com 
Varariousus lococatitionsns  

7pm -- 88pm 
Celtelticic J Jazazz C Concncerert; t; Premierere e ofof ‘ ‘Mararriage e of f 
TwTwo C Cultlturureses’ 

Outdoor s stage e on n grounds of Ferernsns Casastle  

3.30pm on-n-

wwards 
Livive m mususicic i in n lococal al pubs  

Dunbarars o of f Ferernsns, , The e Thatatch,h, D Doyoyle’se’s Barar, , The e 
CCoururtytyarard 

TiTime  EvEventnt  Lococatation  

12 noooon  Comommunitity Pararade  Meetet atat St. t. Edan’sn’s C Cathehedralal   

12.45pm -- 

44pm 

Posost t Pararade e eveventnts: : Facace e Paiaintiting; ; Reenacact-t-

mmentnt; ; Inauaugururatition n ofof K King ofof L Leieinsnsterer; ; Contntemem-

pororarary Dancnce; e; Chorord On B Blueses C Choirir,      

RRagagdoll—WWexexford m mususic d duo  

Groundnds of of Ferernsns C Casastltle   

3pm -- 44pm     Guiuideded w walkiking t tourur i in n Irisish h witith h Brídíd N Ní í Néiéillll  
Meetet atat entntrancance t to o Catathedral al gravaveyeyarard      

YY21 E E176 

4.15pm -- 

44.45pm 

Tourur ofof Ferernsns Tapesestrtrieses b by F Fernsns Tapapesestrtry 

GGroupup 
Ferernsns Casastle e Visisitoror Centrtre  

4.45pm -- 

55.15pm 

Tourur ofof Ferernsns Tapesestrtrieses b by F Fernsns Tapapesestrtry 

GGroupup 
Ferernsns Casastle e Visisitoror Centrtre  

5pm  Rebebel l Tourur of f Ferernsns witith h Bararry L Lacacey  
Meetet atat entntrancance t to o Catathedral al gravaveyeyarard      

YY21 E E176 

5.30pm  
Guiuideded W Walalkingng ToTour i in Englislish b by Catathererine e 

MMacacParartlilin 

Meetet atat entntrancance t to o Catathedral al gravaveyeyarard      

YY21 E E176 



Ferns Golf Classic 2023  
The Ferns Community Development Association (FCDA) annual Golf Classic 
fundraiser is held in July each year. Last year 28 teams took part and a total of 
€5,800 was raised. Winners of the 2023 Classic were: House of Cards team: 
Ger Walsh, Les Walsh, Billy Walsh and Mick Walsh - sponsored by Kenny Fuels 
& Applegreen.  The winner of the 1st prize of the raffle was Edward Ging – 
sponsored by Clayton Whites Hotel.  FCDA wishes to thank all sponsors for 
their generosity in supporting the Classic – enabling the Association to deliver 
on a number of projects throughout the year.  FCDA is a voluntary community 
group which organises a range of projects and events to the benefit of our 
community.   

Save the date for Ferns Golf Classic 2024 on Friday, July 5th at 
Enniscorthy Golf Club with Centra continuing as main sponsor. 

Annual Christmas Lights 
Table Quiz  

The Ferns Community Development Association’s annual 
Table Quiz raised €4,300 to fund Ferns’ Christmas Lights.  
Last year’s quiz at The Thatch drew a large crowd with 
Quiz Master Paul Doyle crafting engaging questions.  
Congratulations to winners The Dell Boys: Joan O’Toole, 
Pat Kinsella, Pat O’Toole and Lar O’Toole, and runners-
up Tequilla Mockingbird: Aideen Bates, Rom Bates, 
Mathieu Bates and Stephen McGuinness.   
 
Ferns Community Development Association thanked 
participants, helpers, sponsors and local business for their 
support.  The Table Quiz was followed by a festival ‘Switch 
On’ ceremony with music and carols by Helena Dunbar 
School of Music and the Chord on Blues choir, plus a 
special visit from Santa, delighting all the children present.  
 

Ferns Heritage Project  
The Ferns Heritage Project (FHP)continues to promote 
and develop Ferns’ tourism potential, focusing on its 
medieval history. Recent collaborations with the 
Festival of Ferns Committee include organising guided 
walking tours in four languages (Japanese, French, Irish 
and English) and collaborating with the Wexford 
Normandy Cultural Association for the ‘Marriage of 
Two Cultures’ at the festival Celtic Jazz concert.  
 

The FHP also organised the Norman & Gaelic Names 
Project at local schools, where pupils researched and 
designed their family Coat of Arms.  
 
FHP collaborated on the inauguration ceremony at the 
post-parade re-enactment event, with special thanks to 
Ronan O’Flaherty for his guidance and support. 
 

Ferns Tidy Towns  
Ferns Tidy Towns is a voluntary organisation whose 
focus is on presenting the village at its best while also 
promoting an awareness and appreciation of our 
environment and promoting community involvement in, 
and appreciation of, our wonderful village.  
 
Building a strong, sustainable community by bringing 
people and groups together for the good of the wider 
community and society. Striving to create a climate of 
mutual respect, understanding, equality and diversity 
within the community.  
 
Ferns Tidy Towns encourage and promote 
environmental awareness and education including waste 
minimisation and reduction to our carbon footprint and 
are pro-active advocates for sustainability, biodiversity, 
preservation of local heritage and the vision of being a 
sustainable energy community.  

Contact information:  
 
Email: secretaryfcda@fernsvillage.ie     
 
Website: www.fernsvillage.ie 

@FernsVillage @FernsVillage @FernsVillage
Ferns Village  
YouTube channel


